Past simple

Listen to the CD (Australian accent) and answer the questions.

The Great wall of China

“The Great Wall of China is ...” what?

How old is it?

How many miles long is it?

What was it’s purpose?

What was used to communicate along the wall?

What distinguished a large attack from a small attack?

Over how long a period was the wall built?

How fast was the wall built?

“The Great Wall is a symbol of” .... what?

What is the height and width of the wall?

What runs on top, which is four meters wide?

What was buried in the wall (according to rumour)?

The great wall of china is one of the wonders of the world. It is more than two thousand years old. It is four thousand five hundred miles long and stretches from the goby dessert  to the mountains of Korea. It was built to protect China from invaders from the North. The wall was punctuated with turrets or guard towers. Guards burnt wood and straw mixed with animal dung to create thick columns of smoke. One column meant a small force of soldiers was attacking and four columns of smoke meant a large group of soldiers was attacking.
The great wall is actually a series of walls built over a period of one thousand years. The first section of the wall took ten years to build and progressed at a rate of one mile per day. Different parts of the wall reflect different periods in China’s history. The Great wall is a symbol of Chinese evolution. The high tof the great wall varies from five meters to ten meters. Its width varies from five meters to eight meters. The is a four meter wide roadway on top. Rumour has it that many people died in the building of the wall and that there bodies were buried in the wall. However, this is very unlikely because decomposing corpses would have weakened the structure of the wall. Today the great wall is a symbol of Chinese will, prosperity and ingenuity. 
